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Thankfully There Is Poetry

Keystone has a Poetry Club and there are many young
poets in that club. These poets are not made by
Keystone, or by any school. Poets are born and most
people are born with a poetic nature. Some may lose
touch with their poetic nature; others may grow to find
it.

The theme of Poetry Club’s 2021/2022 collection is
"Co-existing in Harmony". There can be various
interpretations of the theme, one of which, I think,
perhaps is: to live in harmony with one's poetic nature.
People who live in harmony with their poetic nature,
find poetry everywhere in their lives, share poems
with friends and family, immerse themselves in poetic
moods, interpret poems afresh, soothed and inspired.
The Poetry Club is made up of such people.

Another interpretation is we share a longing to be "Co-
existing in Harmony". During the past year, the
pandemic is just one of several disasters that humanity
faces: climate change, economic downturns, food and
energy crises, ‘special military operations’, wars, and
even nuclear threats... We long for harmony among
all people as much as we do harmony between people
and Nature.

More than ever, we need poetry not only to remind us
that there is always beauty in the world, but also to
record the difficult, dark, and broken aspects of it. To



survive, we must find ways to prop up ourselves while
still watching out for each other - and poetry happens
to be one of the easiest and most essence-capturing
ways to touch hearts, ours and theirs.

"This is a year which people would talk about.
This is a year which people will be silent about."
(Bertolt Brecht, 1940)

This has been a year when, thankfully, there is the
Keystone Poetry Club.

Thankfully there is poetry.

Kacy Song
Director of Libraries

Sep 25, 2022

(The 7th Day after 27 people died in a bus accident when being
transferred to a covid quarantine facility)

*Note:

It is on the 7 day, according to Chinese tradition, that the dead briefly
return home — a time for offerings and incense, as families mourn in
silence.
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RAINFOREST
2L Ethan Guo

Rain, rain, rain!

Anteaters live there

It is big

North of the forest live people

Funny monkey jumping

October is cold here

Rain is always here

East of forest has trees

Stupid people wanted to chop the tree
The monkey hits the man
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TREES
2L Ethan Guo

Trees turn green in spring

Rabbits hopping by the tree

Eaten by a monster

Eaten! Yummy, in the monster's tummy
Super man, help me!
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Summer
2L Tommy Jiang

There is no year without summer,
Because only summer,
Can get ready to harvest.
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Summer
4M Charles Wu

The summer is hot,
Hot hot hot!
But it is full of gifts.
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The Beach
4M Charles Wu

The beach is beautiful,

With it’s bird and water and sun,
It is very peaceful,

It is all the sun.

I like the beach,

And the waves leap,

I have a picnic on it,

Its yummy yummy and sunny!
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Summer
4N Echo Zhen

The robins soar across the sky
While squirrels scatter everywhere
And the person in blue dances a swab inside my mouth
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Empty School
4N Echo Zhen

Don’t be sad since the campus is closed,
It is a special way to say farewell,

A quiet way to say goodbye.

We part ways and hopefully meet again,

And give each other high fives in the hallway.
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No Poverty
6K Adam Zhu

Your long arms are like a dead branch

Thin palms are opened widly for more food

Black skin is the only cloth you wear

Bones are the only ornament on your skinny body
Hunger! Hunger!

Floods knocked down houses
Floods destroyed the rice fields
God took away loved ones

A sea of water everywhere
Disaster! Disaster!

Cannon fire likes fireworks

The dense gunfire was like firecrackers

if someone hadn't been killed.

You'd almost think you were at Disneyland
War! War!

Silent city without people

There are only hungry stray dogs on the street
Patients are begging for the last ventilator
Dead people floated away in the Ganges
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Disease! Disease!

How I wish these scenes would never happen again.
In fact, it's happening everyday.

We need to save our food, take care of the earth
Live in peace and help each other.

Only then can we eradicate poverty
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FORTUNE
90 Anna Wang

O
If I was not unfortunate
How would I have met you

The signal to
Two months of
Relaxation
Summer it creeps
Closer and closer

Knowing soon it is
The last day I will
See you again
Tears they gather
Faster and faster

I watch helplessly

As the blooming flower of freedom
Vanishes into

A blazing meteor torching up the sky

“As the river of time
Joins the oceans
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At no port
Is our forever destination”

In remembrance of you
I carve into me

The green lawn

The red bricks

The blue sky

The white clouds

O Dear Friend
May I bid you farewell

We shall depart each other
And step onto adventures
Of our own

With me
I will forever carry
My fortune of meeting you
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Reality is the Light I Seek
90 Anna Wang

I live in darkness.

But I seek light,
Each and every day,
Till I’'m tired and short of breath.

Lunatic

Iam,

Fantasising

Each and every day

In the fake world, I try, but I
Stumble, to stay real.

Harsh life it is,

Addictions appearing aggressively.
Reality is the light I seek, but
Darkness is all too deep a trench.
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It doesn’t need to be about love

10J Amy Gao

I have read about the proper way to open a letter.

First you trace the envelope with a blade,

A shard of sunrise, slicing through paper delicate

As the wing of butterflies —
Like the fragile nature
Of memories.

Never had I thought —

That I would tear it apart

A broken snowflake from another heart
But

Careful, careful not to shatter your name
And the invisible line that keeps us
Breathing.

And never had I thought —
I would one day smooth the corners of stamps

Trace my fingers through your words
Entangled with sunsets and the smell or roses
A million miles away
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In books, they say, teardrops would smudge the ink
Into clouds of blue
ButI...

Again, in the green mailbox, I plant my gift.
No tears shed.

A sigh, an armful of stars,

And a new sunrise

Painting the sky into another rose

That speaks of

Beginnings

I have read about the way to open a letter.
Properly.
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Vinery
10J Amy Gao

A hand plants a seed in my garden.

I feared,

It would evaporate — Like dewdrops beyond the morning
sun.

But aimlessly it soared — Towards the wind and the sun
and the rain.

And aimlessly I pondered — Into the eyes and the mind
and the heart.

Contained in my eyes is a well of colors

Painting our eyes with stars

And wonder.

And our gazes

Reach out with hands to touch hearts yet unfamiliar
Sprouting, sprouting a waterfall of spring

And together we bloom in each other’s eyes
In the rhythm of heartbeats.

The flower whispers: Come, dawn;
Come, dawn.
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With a gaze as a mirror,

I look into vines

Long as the horizon

They ask: Will us

Wither and plummet to the ground?

The sun refuses to answer;
The wind refuses to answer;
The moon shattered its phases

And the waves and the blooming flower said: Never.
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To My Spring
10J Amy Gao

I want to elope with the first day of spring
A bouquet of birds might win me her heart
Let summer stay by the side of the Bard
But I am a romantic

Just for this spring

I want to elope with the first day of spring

I would meet her where the heartbeat meets dawn
Let the ocean forget about blue

For the souls must be roseate

Just for this spring

I want to elope with the first day of spring
She will plant me a kiss in her garden
Let my words bloom like never before

For I am a romantic
Just for this spring

But

This spring is bizarre —

A Wonderland, weighed with the feathery heaviness
When my heart contains someone
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As gravity conquers poetry
And my pen falls

Again and again

For the word

“You”

I want to elope
On the first day of spring
Just with you.
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My Chinese
10J Amy Gao

I bleach myself in their accent

Merge soundlessly into their conversations
Like a shadow

And listen.

I hear their Chinese is cheongsams instead of Qi Paos,
Pecking instead of Beijing,

Kong Fu instead of Jiang Hu.

Their Chinese is ancient red walls, closed,

A mystery from the East,

A traditional world waiting to be enlightened

By a new light.

I know their Chinese is
Red and gold dragons

Sitting on rooftops, waiting,
Waiting for daily prayers and the smell of

Incense, mixed with fireworks and ink.

A special specimen
Only contained in the oldest museums.
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I wonder why my Chinese is fortune cookies,

Why it is something that belongs in an antique shop,
Something that can be seasoning but never the main
course,

Something that is only included to show inclusiveness —
Their inclusiveness.

I wonder why my Chinese has to bend itself

Reshape its reflections of light

Just to make them see —

A fragment of its real truth.

I wonder, are everyone else like me perplexed in this

same agony

About our Chinese?

I wonder, did anyone else like me succumb to their
ignorance

And their Chinese?

I hope my Chinese will forever be a pavilion of Peony in
a bamboo forest,

A jar of Osmanthus wine and a Qin under a full moon,
A blossom of snow-dropped wintersweet.

I hope they can someday know my Chinese will always
be and contain these things,

That my Chinese will never be buried in their grave,
And I hope, too,

That I will never forget what is true.
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Three Lines of Summer Poetry
10J Amy Gao

Mr. Adams’ answer is Forty-Two.
Mr. Olivarez’ s answer is avocadoes.
My answer is a black raven and a red, red rose.
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Three Lines of Summer Poetry
10J Amy Gao

In fall, I ask spring to prepare me its brightest bouquet
And I ask the pristine winter sky to teach me
How to properly greet my summer again.

308



Bruise
101 Sarah Zhao

A bruise on the corner of the forehead
Hidden under the wide brim of his hat

He walked quickly towards the moonlight
Carrying a heavy backpack

The men, women and old people behind him
Have the cyan vertical pupils with the absurdity
The fleeing children

have the cyan face with young heart

The muddy wind whispering in the old alley
Blew with gossip, fickleness

I saw the cyan veins in his ears

The young heart that flows into his chest

A bruise on the corner of the forehead

Hidden under the wide brim of his hat
He walked quickly towards the moonlight
Carrying a heavy backpack
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Between Silence
101 Sarah Zhao

Flesh, linen, cotton and silk

Build a high gray wall

With all kinds of mouths embedded in it
With colorful eyes

Mouths and eyes

Surround the black building

With has all kinds of necks

With colorful chins

Necks and chins

Extend into high walls and under high buildings
It is a land of white grass

Faint stained with withered red flowers
Mouths, eyes, necks and chins

Chirp like wise, worrying, and angry men
The withered red flowers in the white

Fly to the red clouds of the horizon
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Thunder & Sword
10I Sarah Zhao

In a second

All break silence

A pale crack

Spreads from the dark horizon
Screaming and yelling

Countless pale faces

Leak out of the pale crack
Squeezing and frightening

A drop of bright red blood
Crawls over the edge of the crack
Howling and trembling

A silver dagger
Stands quietly under the crack

Keeping silent and staring

In a second
All lose in silence
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The Letter from Spring
10L Annie Ling

Shattered sea blends into the sky,
Light blue, misty rose, and white.
Leaves dance in the breeze,

I send a little boat to thee.

Have you received it, my darling?
Fragile petals with peach smells,
Sunshine with pearl-like cloud,
Chorus of doves, wind, and stream,
All sent with cobalt green dream.

Let the sun shines on the jasmine seed.
Let it sprouts with my love hidden in deep.
Fragrance flies with stars,

Follows birds down to the far.

Leaves fell, and flowers bowed,
Faded in the air and married to the cloud.

Look up at the sky, and you will see:
My love for you and my wish for peace.
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Her Name

—by Liao Weitang, Translated by Kacy Song

"The night heron screams again,

And is screaming as it flies."

As I read, I thought of you again...

I never called you 'mother’

though you gave birth more than eight times.
I hate the title of that eloquent piece

"A Wife In Chains".

You are neither mother nor wife.

You are a daughter, that I can confirm,

But you can't be just anyone's daughter.

As ice repeatedly cuts through the night,

Snow settles over the cell-phone screen,

Over poignant Jinling and mournful Hangzhou.
And of course it settles over filthy Xuzhou.

It has the duty to whitewash and the power to bury
This Sodom-like earth.

I can almost hear your gnashing of teeth.

O, snow! Cover her up for a while, if possible.
Don't let wolves dig out her name.

Strip her of her name!

Devour her name
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Summer mood
Joel Godiah

Humidity, sprinklers, ice-cream.
Sand, sea, swimming.
Sunshine, hats, gratitude.

314



Forward
Dr. Gerald Anthony

In times of trouble, which way should we go?

Some say we should go high as the sun, others low.

What say time? Forward we go.
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Summer
Mamta Bhanot

On set of Summer,
is like pleasant,
Roll of drummer.
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Summer
Mamta Bhanot

Nature turns its ways,
Steers weather and says,
Come out on weekdays.
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Summer
Mamta Bhanot

Yellow, orange, pink or red
Enjoy your candy sugar
Step outit’s ....... summer.
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Summer
Mamta Bhanot

Remembering those good old days,
Sitting with friends.
Soaking sun and chilling in café
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Capstone
Yuanching Huang

When we come together because of China -

our destinies are connected together -
into a shared thread of life.
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Three line poem
Dr.J (Deborah Smith Johnston)

Sending best wishes to departing students and
colleagues,

Reunifications with family and friends-

Time for restoration, reflection and ruminating-- new
beginnings.
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Summer Tercet
Malcolm McKenzie

Campus almost empty but birds abound,
Songs bright, loud at first light, green all around.
When students return, new tunes will be found.
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