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English Poems & Teachers & Family Members
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Chocolate and Toast

G2 ZFH

Toast to roast, chocolate to melt,
Shouldn’t be too hard to bake.
Chocolate and toast, yummy, yummy,

Rolling into our tummy.
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Dandelion seeds

G2 =i

White seeds, heed a breeze,

To fly away,

They land, as a plant,

Grow every day,

Open green packs, flowers attract,
Insects to pollinate,

The seeds who turn white, not yellow, and bright, prepare to
fly away,

A new plant grows, opens its flower,

And the cycle turns again.
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Mrs. Coco is Loco

G2 =i

Mrs. Coco is loco!

She talks in rhyme, all the time.
She spits at a pin, not in a bin.
She reads weird books,

Eats small hooks,

She likes the bats,

Not the cats,

She was really crazy,

Like Mrs. Daisy,

But she was hired,

To walk on a wire,

Mrs. Coco is so weird!
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Thank you Teachers

G2 =i

Thank you, teachers, thank you for your care.

We are like the plants; you are like the plant-lovers.
You’ve kindly dropped the rain, to stop the brown stains.
You.ve warmly shone the sun, so up the poles we spun.

You forgive us for the naughty and helped us step on another
grade.

Even if you are not my teacher; I want to thank you.

You should receive something special!
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HOPE
G2 kT ¥

Your voice may sound croak
To me it’s a sweet note

A teacher fell aside
Another came to guide

together we shall fight
Until the future is bright
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Summer Sailing Free-Verse Poetry

G4 H#AT

Sailing in the wind,

waves wash through the splashy water,
Clear breeze,

Blowing on the bright sea,

Seawater is salty, so is the air.

Brave children,
Sail on the salty sea,
They row the skinny sail,

On the water, they sail.

Water jumps and climbs into the ship,

Dizzy waves rock the ship,
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Some are seasick, some are not,

They clean the deck and dump the water.

Seagulls fly beyond the far skies,

Where no one can see how far,

Splash, splash, bubble, bubble.

The sea is like a big angry monster,
Ravaging the boat,
Boat rocks fiercely,

The boat floats still.

A big wave blows through the air,

The children are not afraid,

Boom,

The big wave falls down into the water,

The children say hooray!
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Swift Sea, a Poem about the sea

G6 M7 =

Where azure meets horizon's gleam,
A vast expanse, a poet's dream.
The sea, a canvas, long and wide,

Its ebb and flow, a timeless tide.

Salt-kissed air, a soothing embrace,
Whispers secrets of a watery space.
Gulls soaring high, with wings unfurled,

Chasing dreams across the world.

In foamy dance, the waves collide,

A symphony of motion, deep and wide.
With each gentle crash upon the shore,
The sea's allure, forevermore.

Oh, mighty sea, eternal and free,
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A source of wonder, the dream world’s key.
In your embrace, my spirit finds ease,

As I'm lost in beauty of your peace.
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Abecedarian to mangroves

Anonymous

A verdurous shore with plenty to walk on.

Brass are the waves which recede from the trees, gone.
Crabs which are the daisies of this field,

Danced while they foraged but to us, they yield.

Egrets beside the fish and crab collecting men, so very near.
Fish, their common prey, quick, dart away! in fear!
Grassy is the sea of the least might.

Hear, those are the waves which once menaced land tight.
Isles they are saved, being home to their saviors.

Just as they should be: untouched and ever-lovelier.

Kites are the birds whose strings tie and does not strangle,
unlike those of the real.

Lamentable are the strings our hands cannot untie, and
lamentable are the wounds our hands cannot heal.

Moulden from our guilt,
Nary we hope, they face twice ill-will.

Open not again, the floodgates of the sea.
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Perishable, surely, are we.
Quenched be your thirst, for land and for lucre.

Returned they shall be, to you my friends, those acres and
acres.

Seeds of these trees, our hands should sow.

To redeem our axe-wielding machines, thirsty for blood-red
marrow.

Usurp no longer one of their abodes,

Veritable not are our words, my friends, but pray spare us
loathe.

Watch! And now awaken, our maiden of Eden!
X marks the spot where treasure lies hidden.

Yes, my friends, have patience, for though long since our
conscience’s dawning

Zephyr will soon fare from far, to carry with it the sea smell
and news of your respawning.
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Unset

G9 Sars

Just like that, there were no more messages
Just like that, there were no more hugs

No more warmth

No more of you

I attached to you like a mom I never had
We never got a proper goodbye

Still so much left unsaid

I grieve for your presence though you're alive
I'm starting to forget your voice

I'm starting to forget your face

I'm starting to forget the way you listened
I'm starting to let you fade away but still

I cling on even though it hurts
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I'm scared that if I let you fade away completely

I'll forget how it felt to be loved

I'll forget the feeling of having a mended heart

You appeared in my life like a fairy godmother

Helped me pick up my pieces

But when I finally let you in

Your time with me was up

You said you'd be here for me as long as necessary

I guess your absence tells me the unspoken truth

When you left, you took a piece of my heart with you

I shattered all over again but I knew how to mend me this time
It's been a while since I wrote you something

A message you'll never get

A message that'll never be sent

A cry for help meant just for you to see

I think a little part of me will always be gone without you I
guess I just wanted to say that

From my heart to your brain
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I'll always miss you

-S
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Untitled

G9 Sars

It’s the end of the year again
And my life is packed away,
Into big and small boxes,

I search for familiar things that will stay

I cling onto things that change
Hoping for a crumb of comfort
I still search for the safety

The familiar used to offer
Instead of the warmth security

I’m met with emptiness colder than snow

All the shelves are only a husk
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Of what I used to know

My heart can’t help but shatter once more
My home emptied out

Only memories will stay

Trapped in the photos, trapped in my core

Eventually they’ll fade away
Like all the other ones
It makes me wonder what’s the point

If I can’t ever stay
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Goodbye

G9 Sars

I often look up at the planes passing above

I think about all the people with different destinations
I think about how small and insignificant we are

I think about all the people who said “goodbye”

I ponder if they ever look down

I ponder if they ever look back

I ponder if they ever miss anyone

I ponder if they ever grieve the memories

I ponder if they ever grieve things that won't stay the same
I grasp onto time that slips through my fingers

I grasp onto places I’ve been to, habits I picked up

I grasp onto fading memories

I grasp onto familiar things

204



I grasp onto people that aren't here

I grasp onto people that don't want me

Soon it'll be my goodbye

Soon it won't be “see you tomorrow”
Soon it won't be "see you next week"
Soon it won't be "wanna have lunch?”
Soon it'll be "see you never"

Soon it'll be goodbye forever

Soon it'll be summer

-S
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I hate black jellybeans
G9 anonymous

Let’s make a pass at honesty:

I don’t think I’ve ever felt like drowning.
What I’ve heard of is crying a sea

Just to inhale the water

And sting the pockets of your lungs;

Rub the wounds you carry inside with salt.
So drowning has never seemed much like me, no.
But I’ve wanted to burn, crash-

Dissolve in an ideal of the purest sunlight,
Find the thing that makes me want to-
Live.

Truly, I want the thing

That erases the clot of days

(And weeks, months, years,)
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All of it the same,

All of it bland clay-

Moldable in such a number of ways

Too far from both infinity

And the effort it takes to count-

On my tongue.

All T can feel is the grind of my teeth on dust.
All T want is to succeed where Icarus fell.
All I could ever want is to fly into that sun,
To burn up in the sensation of cool water,
Destroy every nerve ending I have to feel,

Evaporate all the spinal fluid that makes me think-

And I should stop now, because that’s my death wish.

Clearly, I’'m drowning.

(“I don’t think I’ve ever felt like drowning.”)

~r~r—~

So let me revise.
This is all I really know about depression:

I don’t think I’ve ever felt like drowning.

But there’s clearly more to this hollow feeling
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Than the rush of dark water.
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The trap-door

G9 Catherine Tang

I climb and climb,

raising the trap-door of the attic high.
Having reached the leads,

Look afar over the hills and meads.

Along the dim skyline,
I see the day brings chance divine,
to grow anew, and flourish bright.

To find my fate, to seize the day.
Alive, my heart pulsates with life.

It urges to overpass the limit, to rise above strife,

To reach the busy towns, religions and views,

209



To journey far and seek my fate, so to grow anew.

But the restlessness takes its toll,
Agitating me, heart and soul.
So I retreat to my bed,

And let my imagination and solace spread.

Like a boat in water’s embrace,

Started in the dark, I sail grace,

Safe in silence and veil,

I let my eyes dwell on whichever bright, glowing visions rise

before them.

As if driven by nature’s will,
Though the oars at rest, the sail unfurled and still,
The boat quickens with all of the glowings thrill.

Drifting effortlessly downstream with trill.

210



I see fire, joy, venture, life, love passing me and you,

Matters that are just born anew.

Gliding smoothly on water’s surface,
The boat dances with the gentle waves.
It seamlessly melds with the current’s purpose,

As it journeys towards the unknown it craves.

Content in the knowledge that my heart belongs
To the ever-flowing rhythm of eternity’s songs,

I grow anew.

So,
when I wake up,
I will still climb and climb,

To raise the trap-door high.
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Oasis

G9 Catherine Tang
Beyond this time of wrath and strife,
When night descends and tears come to life,

Amidst all shall find us unafraid and survive

cover of night, vigilance, restlessness,
shall find us stand and unafraid.

Together, we repel the raid.

In every cry of every one

At every wall hindering everyone

With eyelids heavy and red,

We hail the history of us conquering crisis,

signaling we will reach the soon oasis.

212



In the distance, seeing a shimmering mirage,
Promising refuge from life's barrage,
We journey towards its elusive call,

Through barren desert, amidst it all.

Good oasis isn’t gotten with ease, so
Through the windswept sands,
We journey on with trembling hands,

Drawn by the promise of its caring minds, gentle breeze.

For every step we take towards the light,
Brings us closer to our oasis in sight
Till we can finally claim our prize,

In the oasis of hope that lies.
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My time is capricious

G9 Catherine Tang
River Time

Drifting in a raft so free,
Tranquil water carries me,
Endless peace, constant speed,

My time seems to never end, indeed.

Rocket Time

The rocket of time propels with might,
Hurtling forward with blistering height,
Blazing brightly, then out of sight,

Leaving me powerless to stop its flight.

The Courage to Realize Possibilities
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Only through creative process,
Can we mine our voices

And find things we possess but takes time to realize

Only through mistakes

Can we realize the complexity of the world,

And learn the virtues of patience and poise.

Only by doing and wishing wholeheartedly,

Can we reap the awards we seek,

And thanks the universe conspire in helping us achieve

Boys and girls,

Fear is the biggest obstacle than the obstacle itself.

Fear builds so many self-imposed barriers,

which prevents us from enjoying wonders

If fact, we go through life with lots of dreams and hopes

that never see the lights of the day.
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If you wish something, then go for it with all your heart,

And what is true in your heart will always endure.
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Mother

G9 Catherine Tang

Born and raised in the summer haze,
After forty weeks, I first met your gaze.
So lucky to meet you, I then thought, in my life,

A mother’s love that’s pure and rife.

Your love is like pastel moonlight,
When you gazed tenderly upon my heavy eyesight,
Suffered from sickness and distress

And wept away the fear of loneliness,
Your luminous spirit is as a beacon of warmth and light,
Guiding on my path,

day and night.

I cannot bear the thought of you growing old,
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But fear not, my dearest mother.
I will be there for you, to have and hold.
When your strong arm begins to fade,

My healthy arm will be your aid.

As we journey together to life’s final port,
I’1l hold your hand and be your rock,
A constant source of love that never stops,

For that all you have given me,

I promise to be here, eternally.
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Clouds

G9 Catherine Tang
Let her fly free tonight,

As a drift on earth can make her feel delight.

So let her fly far tonight,

Taking a soaring flight tonight.

Let her fly bold tonight,

Joining our gala above the clouds with her knight,

Let it fly wild tonight,

Forgetting the past she feels contrite

Let it fly true tonight

Connecting with your gut that reignites
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Let it fly proud tonight,

Carousing our delectable dish to inspire her innate desire
alight

Wandering on the soft sheets of cloud,
under the dark blue sky,

I feel safe and free.
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Martyr’s Memorial

GI11 Annie ling
Layers of grey caged the city
Smokes are a silent complaint

From the martyr

Stinky air hides the shine of the city

It’s the smell of death

Of the martyr

Names and praises are engraved on the monument
Forming scars on the smooth surface

Locking pains and horrors inside

I missed the old days
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When the world is peaceful
When I can see the colorful sky
So I fell asleep

To live the dream life in my dream

I remembered
Walking on the lakeside and seeing people biking by

Reading under the big tree’s shade and hearing bees fly

We all remembered
Having a picnic under the tree with friends chatting loud

Watching Julie sitting on the big oak tree watching the cloud

We all fought in the war
Some win the prize of comfort, wealth, and fame
But I lost

At the cost of losing some dearest friends and beautiful
memories

They are all gone

Waking up in this sweet dream with remorseful tears
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I wish to build a martyr’s memorial
Not for humans

But for trees
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A Tiger Which Cannot See

GI11 Annie ling

Amid the air is a ferocious tiger
Biting the iron chain

Coconut fell off near the tree, splashed into half, and set the
tiger free.

Dancing around a dagger, cheering for freedom.
Eagerness is the blade that may hurt the fool.

“Free! Free” yelled the tiger, but where to go next? I bet we
all wonder.

“Going straight! And fear not,” a voice said.

Hope is embedded in the shattered glass pieces on the road
waiting ahead.

“I fear not”, shouted by the tiger.
Jasmine’s fragrance is inviting me to the holy garden.

Keys are hanging on the neck of the exotic dragon. Better not
to go if you don’t speak their language.

“Limitations on the label are what I break. The sweetness of
freedom I must taste.”
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Marching towards the mountain where the dragon sleeps,

Nine little monkeys are trying to grasp the moon's reflection
on the stream.

“Open your third eye, my friend. Don’t blind yourself with
stubbornness!”

Plums grow, ripen, and fell. The monkeys are there staying
still.

Quietness helps to think, and it is always present in the
cruelest scene.

Roaming desires pick up poison fruit. The fruitful season
drags you to loops.

Sink in the beautiful dream of hope!

The dragon asks, what do you want to see in the garden?
“Uhhhhhh, flowers and relief?”

Vague silhouettes and barren land is what the tiger sees.

“Want to be trapped here again? Open your third eye, you
have never left!”

X is the result of messing up with life.

Youth is not wasting to tying empty goals while breaking
another label.

“Zombie-like creature is who you are, better think about the
TRUE purpose before you depart.
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She has never seen April before.

GI11 Amy gao

You have never seen clouds from neighboring countries.
But on this sunshower’s day

A quiet new night instructs

When and where to bloom and bear fruit

As autumn grows deeper and deeper.

Seeds fall before death, selling
Tickets available for
Spring and another newborn eye

Meeting again in the flames of sunset —

Sorry, sorry.

Some moments have not yet appeared in poetry:
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The flames that erode your night

Seven northern sisters in your eyes

Not just when I have to come back

But always

Every migrating ocean on the horizon, saying hello to

Lonely clouds, month by month
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Here,now

Nick Daniel
mid-morning light

through blinds

far-off machinery

stilled

concentrated

beyond windows’

unknown figures and lines —
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still day

unborn

canal boats furrow
invisible

behind the house:

today’s other days
parallel
in the minds
of others
travel

varied and multiple

under the sun:

past the canal docks’

light-spray
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of wet bridges —

green leaves
through windows’

partial openings —

transparent promises of light

under the canopy’s

damaged borders:

the wheel of seconds

turns me

to where I am

here, now,

light falling
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solid

on stone:

there are plenty
of trees

in the city.
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Mid-Autumn Festival

Nick Daniel

girls tall as willows walk home
thinking of tonight’s funeral —
Autumn finally —
headlights graze
the steel bridges —
bicycle shadows pass
old smokers frozen
above wine-black canal —

sky of white powder over construction sites —

the girl on the curb alone cupping
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her cheeks in white hands

has a face like a full moon.
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October in Beijing

Nick Daniel

light cuts leaves
flesh troubled heart
ghost shades slipping
on tarmac
the voice tender leaves window-panes
dusty walls capturing golden
treasure —
beat of light on leaves
fountain of windows  hot disc of the sun

blue air to Summer Palace hills —
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treacheries of light

mottled fish-skins drying in trees
October’s turmoil slipping down stairwells to the grass
and shredded among bicycle spokes —
breath, leaves falling, dripping, breathed on —
trees bending, melting to blue rooftops  crack of leaf
husks
ancient golden windows

avenues of grass and silver —
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